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Workshop on

Twinning opportunities in Soil, Plant and Food research

 Between the European Union, Argentina and MERCOSUR 

Buenos Aires, May 7 & 8, 2009

Centro Argentino de Ingenieros - Cerrito 1250

The European Commission Research Directorate General, Directorate for Biotechnologies, Food and Agriculture together with the Argentina Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation (MINCyT) are jointly organizing a Workshop for twinning projects in Soil, Plant and Food Research respectively from the European Union, Argentina and other MERCOSUR countries. 

1. Introduction

Research cooperation between the European Union (EU) and Argentina is carried out under the umbrella of the Science and Technology Cooperation Agreement, signed in 1999 in order to strengthen the institutional foundations of this cooperation and extending and intensifying research cooperation in areas of mutual interest. Following the recommendations of the Third Meeting of the European Commission - Argentina Science and Technology Agreement Steering Committee held in Brussels on April 17, 2008 a Bilateral Road Map for 2008-2009 was established in order to define strategic activities to be jointly implemented. As a novel activity, it was proposed to launch an initiative of twinning research projects respectively from the EU Seventh Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development (FP7), Theme 2 "Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and Biotechnology"(FAFB) and Argentinean national research programmes (MinCyT) and other mechanisms available on both sides. Emphasis was placed on making the fullest use of existing instruments and on combining bilateral cooperation with bi-regional cooperation. 

One practical implementation of European Union - Latin America bi-regional cooperation in Science and Technology is a joint programme BIOTECSUR, supported by the European Union and the Latin American trade pact MERCOSUR. "BIOTECSUR" is a MERCOSUR biotechnologies platform and part of the BIOTECH-MERCOSUR-EU project. It was unveiled on 19 December 2007; it funds agricultural biotechnology projects in Latin America, and is coordinated by Argentina. 

2. Twinning of projects 

International cooperation represents an increasingly important dimension of successive Research Framework Programmes of the European Union (particularly FP6 and FP7). International cooperation in the EU Framework Programmes such as FP7 (2007-2013) is implemented in different ways such as (i) the opening up of research activities to researchers and research organizations from all third countries; (ii) specific international cooperation actions (SICAs) and  (iii) coordinated activities with third countries and regions such as twinning of projects, based on mutual benefit and reciprocity.

Research Programmes implemented by Argentina (MinCyT) and BIOTECSUR have several strategic priorities in common with European FP7-'Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and Biotechnologies' (FAFB) Theme. Intense dialogue between managers of these programmes led to identification of areas of common interest such as soil, plant and food research where fruitful cooperation between selected twin projects can be encouraged.

This workshop will be a unique occasion for programme managers and project leaders  from Argentina and other  MERCOSUR countries and the European Union to explore possible fields of cooperation and to design future twinning activities such as short term exchanges / visits of researchers, setting up of common working groups, organisation of workshop, share of data, information, knowledge and material.

Thursday, May 7

Welcome and introduction session (9:00 – 10:00)

    Lino Barañao Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation

    Gustavo Martin Prada EU Ambassador (Head of Delegation) in Argentina 

    Agueda Menvielle International Relation National Directress - MINCyT
Coffee break (10:00 – 11:00)

Session 1 (11:00 – 12:30)
Session co-chairs: 
Line Matthiessen Head of Coordination Unit, Directorate for Biotechnologies, Agriculture and Food Research, European Commission (EC) and Mónica Silenzi International Relation National Directorate - MINCyT
- Presentation of the Argentinean Programmes - Armando Bertranou President of National Agency of Scientific and Technology Promotion - MINCyT

-
Presentation of the EU 7th Framework Programme and its International Dimension - Line Matthiessen, Head of Coordination Unit, Directorate for Biotechnologies, Agriculture and Food Research, European Commission
- Presentation of BIOTECSUR (Mercosur Biotech Platform) - Esteban Corley (Director of Biotech)

-
Presentation of the objectives and nature of the “twinning” mechanism (Objectives and instruments within FP7 and Argentinean programs) - Jean-Francois Maljean (Scientific co-ordinator, Directorate for Biotechnologies, Agriculture and Food Research, European Commission and Eduardo Trigo FAFB National Contact Point – International Relation National Directorate MINCyT adviser.
- Detailed programme and expectations from the workshop - Jean-Francois Maljean and  Eduardo Trigo 

- Questions and Answers 

Lunch break (12:30-14:00)

Session 2 (14:00 – 18:00)

Session co-chairs: 
Isabel Mac Donald FONARSEC coordinator MINCyT and Tomasz Calikowski Scientific co-ordinator, Directorate for Biotechnologies, Agriculture and Food Research, European Commission 
- Short presentations of the EU,Argentinean and BIOTECSUR projects selected for “twinning” (based on a common structure suggested by organizers)

Indicative proposed order of presentations:

1. ENDURE (EU) - Alexander D. Percy-Smith; University of Aarhus, Faculty of Agricultural Sciences, Aarhus, Denmark
2. INTA-IPM and No-Till – Daniel A. Ducasse, Instituto de Fitopatología y Fisiología Vegetal – INTA 
3. GLIP and GL-TTP (EU) - Noel Ellis, John Innes Centre, Norwich, United Kingdom

4. Soybean-BIOTECSUR – Alilio Castagnaro, Estación Experimental Agroindustrial Obispo Colombres.

5. 4F CROPS (EU) - Efthimia Alexopoulou, Center for Renewable Energy Sources, Biomass Department, Greece

6. Sunflower-Argentina – Raquel L. Chan, Facultad de Bioquímica y Ciencias Biológicas – Universidad Nacional del Litoral, Santa Fe.
7. Sweetfuel (EU) - Serge Braconnier, CIRAD, Biological Systems Department, Montpellier, France

8. Eucalyptus-BIOTECSUR – Susana Marcucci, Instituto de Biotecnología, INTA-Castelar.
9. TriticaeGenome (EU) - Catherine Feuillet, INRA, Department of Genetics, Diversity and Ecophysiology of Grains, Clermont-Ferrand, France

10. WheatBiotechnology-Argentina – Marcelo Helguera, Estación Experimental Agropecuaria – Marcos Juárez , Córdoba

11. VALORAM (EU) – Javier Franco, PROINPA Foundation, Cochabamba, Bolivia; Stephan Declerck,  Catholic University of Louvain, Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium (by phone)

12. SoilGeneticResources-Argentina – Alejandro Mentaberry, INDEAR / Facultad de Ciencias Exactas y Naturales - UBA

13. BIOSPAS-Argentina – Luis G. Wall, Universidad Nacional de Quilmes 
14. MycoRed (EU) - Antonio F. Logrieco, National Research Council, Institute of Sciences of Food Production, Bari, Italy
15. Mycotoxins-Argentina – Sofia N. Chulze Facultad de Ciencia Exactas, Físico-Química y Naturales – Universidad Nacional de Río Cuarto.
Between 12 and 15 projects are expected to be invited in total. Each one should not exceed 15’ presentation, including expectations and plans with respect to twinning

Coffee break (16:00 – 16:30)

Session 2 continues (16:30 – 18:00)

Networking dinner

Friday, May 8

Session 3 (9:00-11:00)

-  Introduction to the session - JF Maljean (EC) and  Eduardo Trigo (Arg)
-  Bilateral face-to-face meetings between Argentinean and European project coordinators and representatives to discuss “twinning profiles”: expectations, common objectives, work plan, agendas and tentative budgets for future twinning activities

Workshop organizers may propose templates or guidelines to facilitate bilateral discussions

Coffee break (11:00 – 11:30)

Session 4 (11:30 – 13:30)

Session co-chairs: Line Matthiessen (EC) and Agueda Menvielle (Arg)
Rapporteur: Tomasz Calikowski (EC)

- Introduction to the session - JF Maljean  and  Eduardo Trigo
- Round table presentations of the “twinning profiles” resulting from session 3

- Open discussion on common and horizontal issues: identification of difficulties, opportunities and challenges, practicalities and follow-up plan

- Session conclusions by the rapporteur Tomasz Calikowski and guidance for the next steps.

- Final workshop conclusions Line Matthiessen and Eduardo Trigo 
Afternoon: 

Visit to National Centre of Agricultural Technology (Instituto National de Technología Agropecuaria) INTA http://www.inta.gov.ar/

